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Middletown Elks 2170 provide specialty equipment for Port Monmouth First Aid

PORT MONMOUTH — The Elks Lodge No. 2179, here, has generously donated a new stretcher to the Port
Monmouth First Aid squad.

This new stretcher will upgrade the current equipment used in the bariatric unit, specially designed to transport
obese patients.

This unit is one of only two known, all-volunteer bariatric units in the state.

With the Elks donation, the squad will be able to transport patients up to 900 pounds safely and with dignity.
The unit, created in 2005, is a specialty response vehicle, specifically designed to transfer and transport
bariatric patients.

Traditionally, significant manpower and improper equipment is used to transport these patients.

The movement is not only unsafe, but could be embarrassing to the patient.

The bariatric unit utilizes a high strength stretcher coupled with a ramp load system to move the patient,
keeping the patient, as well as the rescuers, safe.

The unit has responded to over 30 calls to date, and has responded as far away as Elizabeth, Howell, and
Cranbury, as well as servicing the local towns.

The need for a volunteer unit is in response to the lack of availability of a specialty unit (wait times for a paid
service were in excess of three hours), and the ever-changing patient.

This donation from the Elks comes during tight economic times and where volunteerism plays a great strategic
role in keeping taxes and insurance costs down.

The Elks organization has been instrumental in boosting community morale for decades and that tradition is
continued.

The squad benefits by providing a unique service, and generates interest in membership.

Volunteer organizations are always in need of support, and are in a dire need for volunteers.

Anyone interested in joining Port Monmouth First Aid squad can contact 732-787-9566, or visit them on the
Web at www.MiddletownEMS.org.

Anyone interested in supporting the Elks lodge 2179 can contact Exalted Ruler Michael Parulis Jr., Leading
Knight Michael Dickie or District Deputy,Charles J. Bolin at the lodge located at 251 Church St., Belford
07718, or call 732-495-2733 or visit them online at www.middletownelks2179.0rg.
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13.FEB.09 Three men arrested in Red Bank double murder

13.FEB.09 Man accused again of animal cruelty

13.FEB.09 Kids collect bottle caps for a ‘seaworthy’ cause

06.FEB.09 Boro hall renovation plans to be discussed Feb. 11
06.FEB.09 Fighting fires & fighting hunger

06.FEB.09 Middletown South Eagles Hall of Fame inducts class of 2009
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